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MILLVILLE PUBLIC SCHOOLS
VISION STATEMENT

To create a world class district involving all stakeholders where every child can learn.

MISSION STATEMENT

The mission of the Millville School District, in partnership with the community, is to assure that each and every student develops the skills, knowledge, and attitudes necessary to succeed in life.  As partners in this mission, we will provide an engaging and challenging curriculum, as reflected in the NJCCCS, as well as a safe and secure teaching and learning environment with an active commitment to ensure trust, mutual respect, communication, effective collaboration, and good citizenship.
August 11, 2009
MILLVILLE PUBLIC SCHOOLS
We Believe…


1.  All students can learn and achieve.

2.  Students come to us with different levels of skills, learning styles, rates of learning, prior experience and levels of confidence.

3.  Students learn best when they are actively engaged in thinking, planning, 
   hands on learning experiences and problem solving.

4.  Students learn best when they have teachers who provide a challenging 
       
     curriculum while maintaining high but unanimous expectations.

5.  In addition to academics, child-centered education addresses the physical, social and emotional need of our children.

6.  All adults in the school need to model an ongoing commitment to their 
 
     own professional development and lifelong learning.

7.  The educational community needs to be mindful and respectful of 
 
  diversity and the need for all students and families to feel welcome, 
 significant and accepted.

8.  Students learn best when the staff, parents, and community work together 
     on behalf of education.

9.  School communities need to create an effective open communications 

     process that values all voices and creates trusting, positive relationships.

10.  Students learn best when the learning environment is safe, secure, well 
 
       maintained and inviting.

11.  Students succeed when educators learn and utilize the best available 
    
       educational and instructional practices.

12.  Quality education is best achieved when students and teachers are 
  
       provided with necessary resources and support.

13.  Everyone in the educational community is accountable and responsible 
 
       for student learning and performance.

14.  Student assessments conducted continuously and in multiple ways form 
 the basis for sound educational decisions.




…no alibis, no excuses, no exceptions!

MILLVILLE PUBLIC SCHOOLS
DISTRICT GOALS

ALL SCHOOLS WILL MAKE AYP IN LANGUAGE ARTS AND MATH

1.  RECRUIT AND RETAIN TALENTED STAFF

2.  IMPROVE PERFORMANCE IN ALL 


  
               DISAGGREGATED GROUPS

3.  PROVIDE ADEQUATE FACILITIES AND 

 
  
               RESOURCES

4.  USE TECHNOLOGY TO SUPPORT PROGRAMS 

               AND SCHOOLS

5.  CREATE AN INCLUSIVE CULTURE THAT IS SAFE 
  
               AND COLLABORATIVE
MILLVILLE PUBLIC SCHOOLS
STATEMENT OF PURPOSE
The Select Choir is a musical organization offered to students who show a definite interest and aptitude in music.  The students are chosen by audition and selected according to their ability to identify pitch, sight read music and sing harmony with four or more parts.

As we get into the area of talented and gifted students, we as a department regard selected musical organizations as an outlet for students to express themselves in an area that can allow freedom and emotion to surface that may otherwise be overlooked.

The Select Choir is based on student responsibility for performances, learning various forms of music and giving leadership.

The class meets five days a week earning five credits for participation.  There are numerous rehearsals with performances after school, of which attendance is a requirement for the course.  Select Choir members may attend competitions, festivals or other musical performances.

The students are evaluated periodically through written and vocal testing.  Auditions are held each year to enable students to replace graduating vacancies.

The Select Choir’s primary purpose is to promote singing and a knowledge of music and to expose students to the realm of performance since some of our concerts are for civic organizations in the community.

MILLVILLE PUBLIC SCHOOLS

PACING CHARTS/TIMELINES

Concepts







Grades Covered

A.  Students sing and play instruments accurately with


9-12

confidence and with good tone quality, techinque,

   and diction, in both solo and ensemble settings.

1. Posture

2. Breath control

3. Technical skills

4. Pitch

5. Ryhthm

6. Diction

7. Balance

8. Phrasing

9. Interpretation

10. Basic repertoire

11. A Cappella

12. Intonation

B. Students sing and play instruments expressively


9-12

with musical understanding and is in style 

appropriate to the work being performed.

1. Memorization

2. Various genres

3. Contrasting styles

4. Dynamics

5. Phrasing 

6. Expression

C. Students improvise simple melodies and 



10-12

accompaniments.

1. Create melodic lines.

D. Students create short compositions for a variety 


10-12

of performing media.

1. Compose simple pieces

2. Compose works for woodwinds, strings, 

voices, percussion, keyboard and brass.

E. Students arrange short pieces of music for instruments or voices.
10-12

1. Demonstrate knowledge of ranges and potential of the 
instruments or voice.

F. Students recognize aurally exemplary works from a variety of 
10-12

genres, forms and styles.

1. Identify style, composer, title, movement and period.

G. Students interpret standard music notation.



10-12

1. Read music.

2. Sing or play simple melodies.

3. Identify standard notational symbols for pitch, rhythm, 
articulation and dynamics.

4. Sightread music.

H. Students listen to extended musical works with focused attention.
9-12

1. Form

2. Analyzing

3. Organizing

4. Content

I. Students analyze the melodic, harmonic, rhythmic and formal 
10-12

structure of musical works using approprate terminology.

1. Notation of pitch, rhythm, harmony, texture and form.

2. Knowledge of scales, intervals, chords and progressions.

3. Knowledge of unity, repetition, contrast and resolution.

4. Vocabulary.

J. Students evaluate critically their own and others’ performances, 
9-12

   improvisations and compositions and suggest improvements.

K. Students are aware of the variety of primary and supportive roles 
9-12

that are necessary in the making of music and are aware that 

these roles vary among cultures according to their musical and 

cultural traditions.

MILLVILLE PUBLIC SCHOOLS

STUDENT OBJECTIVES/BENCHMARKS

75% of the students will be able to achieve the stated proficiencies at a minimum level of 60% accuracy as measured by the evaluative criteria stated in "Evaluation".

Students will:

1.  Become acquainted with standard musical literature.

2.  Acquire a foundational study which may lead to a career in music.

3.  Develop self-confidence and be able to perform in front of an audience.

4.  Gain insight into the enjoyment of music through opportunities for active participation in it.

5.  Develop the skills and technical abilities necessary to increase their personal levels of musicianship.

6.  Acquire a discriminatory ability whereby one will assess one's individual and musical talents and needs.

7.  Recognize the various musical resources in the community.

8.  Grow in understanding and acceptance of oneself.

9.  Increase in one's capacity to utilize one's abilities in productive activity.

10.
Develop pride in self, possessions and work.

11.
Be able to recognize own faults and work to correct them.

12.
Enjoy working in a group.

13. Develop increasing self-direction, self-control and self-reliance in carrying out a personal or assigned responsibility.

14. Explain the relationship between the music of a foreign nation and its cultural development.

15.  Demonstrate friendly attitudes towards others and show the ability to accept them as individuals.

16. Use properly, and keep in good order, the tools and equipment shared by, or belonging to, a group to which one belongs.


17. Attend musical programs/concerts.

18. Sing with community and/or religious groups.

19.  Enjoy listening to a variety of musical styles.

20. Realize that music, art and literature are important factors in a culture.

21. Use leisure time for creativity.

22. Gain self-confidence through their own creative achievement.

23. Be able to enjoy aesthetic expression of others.

24. Acquire skills in an understanding of art, music literature and drama.

25. Be able to perform a piece of music.

26. Be able to read standard music notation, such as clefs, letter names of notes, duration, symbols, key signatures and dynamic markings.

27. Be able to perceive the various elements of music such as timbre, rhythm, melody, harmony, texture and pitch.

28. Be aware of and recognize some features of historical styles in music.

29. Be knowledgeable about the meanings of common musical terms used in connection with the performance of music.

30. Work independently and creatively.

31. Be responsible for learning all music assigned to them.

32. Be responsible for choir attire, folders, rehearsals and performances. 

33. Develop a good self-image.

34. Have the opportunity to play a variety of roles in social and musical relationships with his/her peers and in the community.

MILLVILLE PUBLIC SCHOOLS

STUDENT OBJECTIVES/BENCHMARKS

(CONTINUED)

35. Acquire the ability to be responsible as a member of a group.

36. Have the opportunity, through participation, to develop self-confidence and the ability to share with others.

37. Develop an appreciation of other people and their feelings.

38. Acquire an awareness of our musical heritage and an understanding of the role of music in history.

39.
Have opportunities to evaluate their own performance and those of others.

40.
Study various types of music with special emphasis on its origin and meaning.

41. Have the opportunity to perform music of various cultural traditions.

42.
Learn how to use music as a leisure time activity.

43. Be exposed to the broad spectrum of music and will have acquired the essential listening skills.

44. Know about the musical resources of the community and seek musical experiences by performing music.

45. Understand the influence of the artist on the course of history.

46. Have the opportunity to participate in music activities with others of varied abilities.

47. Have the opportunity to hear others perform alone and in groups. 

MILLVILLE PUBLIC SCHOOLS

STUDENT ASSESSMENT

The following criteria for evaluation of students enrolled in Choir will be a combination of the following:

1.
Periodic aural testing of vocal parts.

2.
Attendance in class.

3.
Class participation.

4.
Written tests based on class lectures.

5.
Attendance at rehearsals and concerts.

6.
Responsibility of music.

A combination of the above is used to determine the letter grade 

· In Grades 6-12:  (A, B, C, D, F)

A = 100 – 90 

B = 89 – 80 

C = 79 – 70 

D = 69 – 60 

F = 59 – 0 

MILLVILLE PUBLIC SCHOOLS

COURSE PROFICIENCIES AND REQUIREMENTS (SECONDARY)

Aesthetic/Personal Philosophy: 

The student will:

1.  develop an awareness of the aesthetic value of blend, balance, style, phrasing, and musicality of the individual voice in its relation to the entire group;

2.  develop an understanding of appropriate audience behavior. 

Creating/Performing: 

The student will:

1.  demonstrate basic vocal techniques.  These will include posture, breath control, tone quality, intonation, diction, and articulation;

2.  demonstrate appropriate responses to the conductor's gestures;

3.  demonstrate the ability to follow vocal scores,  including the ability to recognize musical terms and symbols;

4.  demonstrate the ability to sing a varied repertoire, including musical literature with multiple voicings;

5.  demonstrate critical listening skills;

6.   demonstrate an understanding of the following individual attitudes, as they influence artistic outcomes: (a) commitment to excellence, (b) self-discipline, (c) pride in accomplishment, (d) acceptance of responsibility, (e) loyalty to the group, and (f) effort to expand skills and knowledge and personal growth through achievement.

Critical/Analytical/Judgmental Evaluative: 

The student will:

1.  utilize aesthetic criteria to make informed judgments to evaluate personal vocal performance and the vocal performance of others;

2.  develop the ability to assess personal musical growth within the ensemble utilizing the elements of basic vocal technique.

Historical/Cultural/Social Contexts: 

The student will:

1.  recognize the composer, the musical period, and the stylistic characteristics of the music being performed;

2.  understand the relationship of the text to the music;

3.  experience the vocal music of world cultures through listening and/or singing in other languages.

MILLVILLE PUBLIC SCHOOLS

APPENDICES

References:
REFERENCE BOOKS

1.  Choral Musicianship:  A Director's Guide to Better Singing

2.  Voice Building for Choirs - Ehmann

3.  Diction - Moriarty

4.  Teaching Choral Concerts - Crowther

5.  Choral Director's Complete HandBook - Gordon

VIDEOS

1.  Vocal Production

2.  Tuning the Choir

New Jersey Core Curriculum Standards:
Textbook Rating Form:

Proficiencies:


Booz


Metcalf


Permito

Choral Rubric:

Standards Clarification Project: All Content Areas 
Grades K-12  Visual and Performing Arts 
Mission: The arts contribute to the achievement of social, economic and human growth by fostering creativity and providing opportunities for expression beyond the limits of language. 

	Standard 1.1 Aesthetics 
All students will use aesthetic knowledge in the creation of and in response to dance, music, theater and visual arts. 

	Big Idea: Aesthetic knowledge stimulates judgment and imagination empowering students to interpret, appreciate and extract meaning from the arts. 

	Essential Questions 
	Enduring Understandings 

	Strands A and B: Knowledge and Skills 
· Why should I care about the arts? 

· What’s the difference between a thoughtful and a thoughtless artistic judgment?
	· Aesthetics fosters artistic appreciation, interpretation, imagination, significance and value. 

· The point of studying the arts is to foster meaning making, deeper emotional response and more inventive decision making. 

· Experts can and do disagree about the value, power and source of art.

	Standard 1.2 Creation and Performance 
All students will utilize those skills, media, methods and technologies appropriate to each art form in the creation, performance and presentation of dance, music, theater and visual art. 

	Big Idea: Active participation in the arts leads to a comprehensive understanding of the imaginative and creative process. 

	Essential Questions 
	Enduring Understandings 

	Strands A-D: Dance, Music, Theater and Visual Arts 
· How does creating and performing in the arts differ from viewing the arts? 

· To what extent does the viewer properly affect and influence the art and the artist and to what extent is the art for the artist? 
	· The arts serve multiple functions: enlightenment, education, and entertainment. 

· Though the artist’s imagination and intuition drive the work, great art requires skills and discipline to turn notions into a quality product. 

· The artistic process can lead to unforeseen or unpredictable outcomes.

	Standard 1.3 Elements and Principles of the Arts 
All students will demonstrate an understanding of the elements and principles of dance, music, theater and visual art. 

	Big Idea: An understanding of the elements and principles of art is essential to the creative process and artistic production. 

	Essential Questions 
	Enduring Understandings 

	Strands A-D: Dance, Music, Theater and Visual Arts 
· How do underlying structures unconsciously guide the creation of art works? 

· Does art have boundaries? 
	· Underlying structures in art can be found via analysis and inference. 

· Breaking accepted norms often gives rise to new forms of artistic expression.

	Standard 1.4 Critique 
All students will develop, apply and reflect upon knowledge of the process of critique. 

	Big Idea: Through the critical process, students formulate judgments regarding artistic and aesthetic merits of artwork. 

	Essential Questions 
	Enduring Understandings 

	Strands A and B: Knowledge and Skills 
· When is art criticism vital and when is it beside the point?
	· The critical process of observing, describing, analyzing, interpreting and evaluating leads to informed judgments regarding the relative merits of artworks.

	Standard 1.5 World Cultures, History, and Society 
All students will understand and analyze the role, development and continuing influence of the arts in relation to world cultures, history, and society. 

	Big Idea: The relationship of the arts and culture is mutually dependent; culture affects the arts and the arts reflect and preserve culture. 

	Essential Questions 
	Enduring Understandings 

	Strands A and B: Knowledge and Skills 
· Does art define culture or does culture define art? 

· What is old and what is new in any work of art? 

· How important is “new” in art? 


	· Culture affects self-expression, whether we realize it or not. 

· Every artist has a style; every artistic period has a style. 
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                                           Curriculum Rating Form
 Analyzing texts, workbooks, curriculum guides, audio-visual materials, and supplementary materials to ensure appropriate curricular alignment.

Title of Work_____Various_____________ Copyright Date _____See Appendix References_____ Author______Various__________________ Publisher ____Various_________________________ 

Medium (i.e. Video)___________________________NJCCS Standards Identified:___All_______ 
 (If a Video/DVD please identify the rating.)              
Evaluator_______________________ Supervisor Signature ___Henry J. Hartman, IV__
Today’s Date ___August 17, 2009______________


	
	Approved
	Not Approved
	Not Applicable

	1.  There is clear evidence that the material is aligned to the curriculum and the NJCCCS.
	X
	
	

	2.  The identified material includes factual information that aligns with the instructor’s lesson plans.
	X
	
	

	3.  Students will be assessed on the material presented as it is a part of the daily lesson plan.
	X
	
	

	4.  The material is being incorporated into the curriculum for this course to ensure standardization.
	X
	
	

	5.  The material is age appropriate and is free from any inappropriate language, violence, sexual acts, nudity or suggestive topics.
	X
	
	

	6.  The material provides workplace or job embedded skills. 
	X
	
	

	7.  The material avoids any stereotyped behaviors based on race, creed, color, national origin, ancestry, age, marital status, or sexual orientation, gender, religion, disability or socioeconomic status.
	X
	
	

	8.  Illustrations/images show non-stereotyped roles for race, sex, national origin, color, creed, religion, ancestry, social/economic status.
	X
	
	

	9.  Treats minority and ethnic groups in a non-stereotyped way.
	X
	
	

	10.  There are no unchallenged, derogatory stereotyped characterizations.
	X
	
	


PROFICIENCIES AND REQUIREMENTS FOR MEMORIAL CHORUS/CHOIR

The following criteria for evaluation of students enrolled in the Memorial Chorus and/or Choir will be a combination of the following:

1.  Periodic oral testing of vocal parts.

2.  Regular attendance in class.

3.  Daily participation in class.

4.  Written exam(s) will be given based on class discussion and material covered during the school year.

5.  Responsibility for assigned music, music folder and/or choir robe.

6.  Students will be required to attend the scheduled rehearsals preceding all performances, as well as the scheduled concerts,

7.  In the event a student misses the required rehearsals for a concert, or a concert, they will be omitted from that concert and assigned a 10-page paper to fulfill the requirement.  Failure to complete the paper will result in a non-passing grade for the quarter, as the paper is worth 50% of that quarter's grade.

8.    Failure to adhere to one or more of the above may result in dismissal from the chorus/choir.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

(Tear here and return)

I, ___________________________,  have read and discussed with my parents

STUDENT'S NAME

the information pertaining to the Proficiencies and Requirements for the Memorial 

Chorus/Choir and agree to fulfill all responsibilities as outlined.





__________________________________
___________


STUDENT'S SIGNATURE


DATE





__________________________________
___________


PARENT OR GUARDIAN SIGNATURE
DATE

MILLVILLE PUBLLIC SCHOOLS


MILLVILLE, NEW JERSEY 08332








